Report for Stow Town Council November 2025 from Ward District
Councillor Dilys Neill

| apologise that | am not able to join you for the meeting due to family
commitments. | am writing this report in advance of the Full Council Meeting
at CDC on 26th November. If ClIr Corps is present, he will be able to update
you.

Local matters: | have asked our street signs team to replace a couple of
worn signs which were left out when other signs were replaced. | have
identified signs for Shepherds Row and Park Street as looking particularly
shabby. Please let me know of any other signs which should be replaced.

Vacant property in Well Lane. CDC officers have been in touch with the
owner of the Old Funeral Directors and Shepherds Cottage which are in a
poor state of repair. He has stated that he intends to work on repairing them
in the New Year so | hope that will happen as they have been gradually
deteriorating over 10 + years. he was required to arrange a visit from a pest
control officer as there was a report of a rat infestation affecting
neighbouring properties.

Full Council Meting. The agenda pack runs to 786 pages so there will be
plenty to discuss! The main bulk of the paperwork are the details which will
be submitted to the government by 28th November. These outline two
possible ways in which the county could fulfil the requirements which have
been specified for unitary authorities. The submission has been prepared
after extensive discussions between the seven local councils in
Gloucestershire. The two main options are for a single unitary authority for
the whole of Gloucestershire, or an east/ west split. The eastern half would
include what are currently Cheltenham, Tewkesbury and Cotswold Districts
while the western half would include Gloucester, Forest of Dean and Stroud.
There are pros and cons for both options. The County Council has decided
to support the single unitary option and it is likely that the district council will
do the same. However, it will be national government who will decide which
of the options is preferred. There will be elections probably in May 2027 to
the new “Shadow Authority” which will have a year to prepare for the new
unitary authority ? authorities to go live and in April 2028, the existing local
councils will cede to exist.

There are proposals for neighbourhood forums which will represent 20-
50,000 residents & which Town & Parish Councillors will be invited to be
involve. A Town & Parish Councils charter has also been suggested which
would clarify their roles in the new system.



Once the new authorities have been set up, there will be a move to
devolution, where the unitary authorities will be rewired to group together
representing 1.5 million or more people and will have an elected mayor, but
that is some time in the future. As you see, this is a complex undertaking.
You can find the submission by looking for the agenda of the Full Council
Meeting on CDC’s website.

As you know, we have an interim CEO, Jane Portman. She has taken other
local councils through the reorganisation process, & so we will be voting on
an option to appoint her to a permanent post. She was planing to visit Stow
on December 4th but she has had to postpone until February. She would like
to meet some representatives Stow own Council. | will let you know the date
when it is confirmed.

We will be looking at a report from the independent review panel which has
been looking at members’ allowances. The allowances are raised annually in
line with the percentage increase offered to our officers. Nest year, the basic
allowance for members will be £6,288 per annum, Members with special
responsibilities, e.g. the leader, deputy leader & cabinet, as well as chairs &
vice chairs of council & committees get a special responsibility allowance &
the panel has made recommendations to increase some of these
allowances. But of more interest to yours a suggestion that a tiered system
of allowances for Town & Parish Councillors could be introduced which
would reflect their workload. You will be receiving a survey to ask for your
opinion. Of course, it is likely that under the new unitary authority, your
workload will increase.

Council Tax support scheme. This is operated by CDC & the level of support
is reviewed annually. The suggestion we will be reviewing is that thin come
bands for council tax support will be increased across the board by 3.8%,
with support ranging from 20% - 100% depending on household income &
the number of dependents.

Community governance review, Town & Parish Councils can ask CDC for a
review if they wish to change community governance for their parish. This
might include a boundary review, or a change in the number of elected
councillors, & we have had a request for a change from a Parish Council to a
Parish meeting.

| have been asked to raise a question by local private hire drivers about the
operation of companies such as Uber within the district where they are not
licensed, & | await a response.



