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STOW ON THE WOLD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22 MAY 2024 
AT 7.00 PM AT STOW SOCIAL CLUB, WELL LANE, STOW ON THE WOLD, 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
 

PRESENT: Town Councillors, Ward County Cllr M MacKenzie-Charrington, Police Inspector 
S Ellson & colleagues, Mrs R Scutt (Head of Stow Primary School) and approximately 25 
members of the public 
APOLOGIES: Ward District Cllr D Neill, PC Ali Palfrey 
 
1. WELCOME BY CLLR BEN EDDOLLS, CHAIRMAN OF STOW ON THE WOLD TOWN 

COUNCIL 
Cllr Ben Eddolls, Chairman of Stow Town Council, welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and thanked Stow Social Club for hosting the meeting. 
 

2. TO SIGN AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING THAT TOOK 
PLACE ON 24TH MAY 2023 
The minutes were agreed for signing by the chairman as a true and accurate record. 

 
3. REPORT FROM POLICE 

Inspector Simon Ellson introduced himself and colleagues, and described the local team.  
Stow Police Station covers a big area, not just the town.  There were 291 reported 
crimes in the last 12 months, compared with 338 for the previous period.  The following 
types of reports were increasing: shed breakins, high-value vehicle thefts from 
properties and some shoplifting in the town itself.  The local Police team had done a 
walkaround with the town clerk and it was hoped to locate further CCTV cameras in the 
town.  Regular Police Information Points (PIPs) were continuing to be held in the library. 
Stow Fair – the May event was busy.  There had been few issues on the day but 5 or 6 
incidents during the lead-up.  There was a big police resource commitment on the 
Thursday but their operation runs from the previous Thursday.  Initiatives include having 
a marked police vehicle outside The Bell. 
Local officers Ali, John and Kim are the first port of call for local issues.  Emergency ph 
999.  Non urgent matters ph 101.  Online contact is encouraged but it will always be 
possible to contact by phone. 
 
Questions: 
During the horse fair and lead-up residents are scared in the evenings.  Insp Ellson said 
he was trying to get additional officers in the lead-up but resources were limited. 
 
Any plans for A436 speed enforcement?  Insp Ellson said there were options and would 
be raised outside the meeting. 
 
Police station not open?  Insp Ellson said advertising would start shortly for a part-time 
reception staff member. 
Police were thanked for doing a great job in Stow. 
 
Question about parking control and management.  This is done by Gloucestershire 
County Council.  GCC representatives said the parking enforcement team does come to 
Stow but the controls in place are not the easiest to enforce.  Officer has to log vehicle 
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at the beginning of a 2-hour period, go away for 2 hours, and come back to see if vehicle 
is still there to be issued a ticket.  Locals see the officer and word gets out.  Vehicles get 
moved so there is little income from the enforcement effort.  In comparison, pay-and-
display is easier to enforce and generates income, or another mechanism where the 
enforcement authority can tell whether a vehicle has the right to be there. 
 

4. REPORT ON STOW PRIMARY SHOOL – MRS REBECCA SCUTT, HEAD TEACHER 
Mrs Scutt spoke about the Community Hub building which can be rented and has nice 
hall and office space.  
She spoke about the school’s values and being community-minded.  The school has 
excellent results in reading and maths.  It starts from 2 years of age in the nursery, a 
lovely facility and fantastic staff.  The school has great links with the Police and 
wonderful support from families, also the Brethren community who do all sorts of things 
unseen, including food boxes for families and new baby rucksacks. The PTFA have 
provided a new playground and do lots of good things.  Great support from local 
churches, British Legion and Kingham Lodge.  Good links with residential homes in Stow 
and with the Dementia Café. 
She described the coming challenge of not enough children in Stow, saying the school 
will shrink unless there are more homes for families with children. 
Chairman thanked Mrs Scutt and encouraged everyone to visit the school. 
 

5. PRESENTATION OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S PRKING STRATEGY REVIEW 
FOR STOW 
GCC representatives gave a presentation about potential approaches for parking in Stow 
looking at creating zones with different levels of control and discussed the pros and cons 
of different types of controls.  The next steps will be detailed surveys to assess parking 
purpose and demand, calculations of impact on displacement of vehicles, followed by 
outline design of a scheme with options on timings, details of bay types and provisions 
for different categories of users.  There will then be public consultation on the outline 
design. 
 

6. REPORT FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY CLLR MARK MACKENZIE-CHARRINGTON 
Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington spoke about the County Council (GCC) saying it was not 
political, and his patch had 20 town and parish councils.  He said 65% of GCC’s revenue is 
spent on social services.  He encouraged residents to use Fix My Street to report 
potholes and other issues: https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ 
GCC has invested in new equipment to speed up pothole repairs. 
He spoke about other GCC activities and services including a new nursery school for 
Rissington. 
Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington was thanked for his report and his support for the town. 
 

7. REPORT BY COTSWOLD DISTRICT CLLR DILYS NEILL 
Cllr Neill had given her apologies and had been unable to provide a report due to a 
technical glitch.  The chairman said Cllr Neill worked very hard on Stow’s behalf at 
Cotswold District Council. 
 

https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/


 

3 
 

8. COMMUNITY LAND TRUST – NIGEL MOOR, CHAIRMAN OF TRUSTEES 
Mr Moor spoke about the aims of the CLT and that any property acquired will be rented 
at a price local people can afford and held in perpetuity.  A strip of land has been 
promised to the CLT, and the CLT was grateful to Bayhill and Pegasus.  He introduced the 
secretary, David Germaney, who invited anyone here to register their interest in 
affordable housing.  The CLT is grateful to the Town Council and Newlands for their 
support.  Funds would need to be raised for the next steps.  The CLT is grateful to be 
participating in the life of the town and looking forward to bringing affordable housing 
to Stow. 

 
9. OVERVIEW OF THE WORK OF THE TOWN COUNCIL AND THE YEAR AHEAD – CLLR BEN 

EDDOLLS, CHAIRMAN OF STOW TOWN COUNCIL 
Cllr Ben Eddolls spoke about recent Council activities and grants given, including a grant 
to the Dementia Café.  Town Clerk, Claire, had left and a new Clerk had been offered the 
role.  Events organised by Town Council included the bonfire and fireworks nights, 
Remembrance Parade and Armistice, with children from the school playing a key role, 
and similarly at the Christmas Tree Lighting event.  He said the Neighbourhood Plan was 
coming to fruition after 13 years.  He welcomed the new vicar, Rev Karen Wellman, to 
Stow. 
 
Cllr Eddolls presented a portrait of HM King Charles III to the Trustees of St Edward’s 
Hall.  This is on loan from the Town Council in order that it can be displayed in a more 
public place. 
 

10. CENTRE 67 – STOW ON THE WOLD YOUTH CLUB – TRUSTEES 
Lucy Busby and Gemma Joynes spoke as members of the Youth Club Board of Trustees.   
Since Covid the Youth Club has gone from strength to strength, and is now attended by 
about 70 children on a regular basis, including some from surrounding villages.  Last year 
a grant had been received from Lady Bamford, for the 5-7 range.  The kitchen has 
recently been renovated thanks partly to a grant from the Town Council.  
The Youth Club is seeking a treasurer, for one hour a week.  The treasurer doesn’t have 
to be a trustee.  
They expressed thanks to Chris Small, their “allotment angel”, and thanks to the Town 
Council for its continuing support. 
The Youth Club’s email address is stowyouthclub@gmail.com 

 
11. ST EDWARD’S CHURCH – REVD KAREN WELLMAN 

Karen is the Priest in Charge of St Edward’s Church, also Upper Swell, Lower Swell and 
Condicote.  It is an interim post for 3-5 years.  She is the first female incumbent in the 
role.  She said she has had a really good first 8th months, and said, please invite me to 
things – I would love to get to know you better.  She said the Christmas Tree Festival was 
amazing.  This year it would not be possible to run it but there would be a smaller event.   

 
12. DEMENTIA CAFÉ 

Gemma spoke as Mrs Buffery was not available, saying she has worked there from the 
start and also works in dementia care at Edwardstow.  Around 20 people attend 
including carers.  Schools, Police and Tesco visit. 
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The café is held at the Baptist Church on the first and third Friday of each month, 2pm - 
4pm, offering friendship, support, advice and activities for anyone living with or caring 
for someone with dementia. 
One the second Friday of each month there is a Carers Only Café for support, help, or 
just a friendly cup of tea. 
She encouraged people to come along and also to volunteer. 
 

13. STOW MOTOR CLUB 
Roger White, club treasurer, said the club is socially based for anyone interested in 
motor vehicles of any type.  There are regular events and drives out.  The biennial Stow 
Motor Show will be held this year on 6th July.  150 cars already registered.  Salon Privé 
will be on display in the Square during the afternoon, and he described other attractions 
and encouraged everyone to take part or come along.  Profits would be distributed to 
local charities.  Last time £4.5k was donated.  He thanked Stow Town Council for a grant 
of seed funding.   
 

14. STOW BRITISH LEGION 
Chairman, Stu, said that next week there would be an extraordinary general meeting to 
close the Stow branch after 102 years, as there were no longer enough members to 
continue.  Membership had dropped from 300 to 30 and only one member attended the 
last meeting.  Appeals for members and approaches to the county had not been 
successful, with the county branch also in dire straits.  He said you don’t have to be ex-
Services to be a member, and if anybody wants to help, please come and see us at the 
Youth Club next Wednesday. 
He said a memorial plaque would be dedicated to Derek Arthurs outside the Queen’s 
Head next week. 
Ben Eddolls said the closure would be very sad.  He spoke about 6th June being the 80th 
anniversary of D-Day and that it was important to remember and mark the anniversary. 
There would be a proclamation in the Square at 11am, and Beacon Lighting at 9.30pm 
on the Cricket Field. 

 
15. ANY OTHER LOCAL ORGANISATIONS WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK 

 
Trustees of St Edward’s Hall – Joyce Norris – Mrs Norris said it was difficult to follow 
that.  She said don’t forget you’ve got St Edward’s Hall.  Come and see us – we look after 
it for you.  The hall needs a new flag. 
 
Questions 
Asked about the planned closure of the public conveniences in the Square, Ben 
explained Cotswold District Council had decided to have only one set of public toilets in 
any town (except Bourton on the Water), and in Stow had decided to keep the toilets in 
the car park only.  The Town Council had looked at running the toilets in the Square but 
there would be a cost which would have to be paid by residents.  The Town Council was 
in negotiation with the District Council.  He asked for any bright ideas. 
 

16. MEETING CLOSED 
Ben thanked everyone for coming tonight. 
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Meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
 

Minutes taken by Ms E Sajewicz, Deputy Clerk of Stow on the Wold Town Council 
 


