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MINUTES OF STOW ON THE WOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S BURIAL BOARD MEETING HELD AT 
STOW YOUTH CENTRE, FOSSEWAY, STOW ON THE WOLD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE  
GL54 1DW ON WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH 2022 AT 10.30 AM  
 
PRESENT: Councillors:  J Scarsbrook (Chairman), V Davies (Vice Chairman), J Davies,   
& Mrs H Sipthorp, Clerk/RFO of the Council 
 
Also in attendance:  Advisor: Mr J Kennell & Mr G Golby 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr M Moseley. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Members were reminded to declare any interests that may arise during the course of the 
meeting. 

 
3. MINUTES – TO SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

ON 26TH JANUARY 2022 
RESOLVED that Chairman should sign the minutes as a true and accurate record.  Motion 
carried. 

 
4. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 
 

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
None as no members of the public present. 

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 

26TH JANUARY 2022 
Clerk said that the yew trees and the hedges had been cut at the cemeteries.   
 

7. TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL ON BURIAL BOARD’S 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 
RESOLVED that the recommendation to Council is that the Burial Board does not wish to 
make any changes.  Motion carried. 

 
8. TO REVIEW CEMETERY RULES & REGULATIONS (LAST UPDATED AUGUST 2020) 

It was agreed that these would be reviewed when a final decision has been made in 
relation to change in legislation by DEFA who wish to amend the Environmental Permitting 
(England & Wales) 2016 Regulation.  If this goes ahead it would have a big impact on what 
space is currently free for new burials as it would reduce the number by 50% when 
compared to current regulations. 
 

9. TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL AS TO WHETHER 
BURIAL FEES SHOULD INCREASE FROM 1ST APRIL 2022 
RESOLVED that the recommendation to Council is to increase the fees by 2.5% effective 
1st April 2022.  Motion carried. 
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10. ST EDWARD’S CHURCHYARD  
i) UPDATE ON COUNCIL’S DECISION WITH REGARD TO FUNDING THE 

MONITORING OF THE DRY STONE WALL ADJACENT TO CHURCH WALK 
Clerk had informed the consultant Solid Engineering that the Council would like to 
appoint Midland Survey Limited to carry out the monitoring of the drystone wall adjacent 
to Church Walk.  Clerk said that she would earmark the total costs for the initial visit and 
subsequent quarterly visits at a total cost of £2,990 + VAT in year end accounts. 
She had also heard that a check had been made on the archway and the wall adjacent 
to Church Street and again minimal movement had been found. 
 

ii) NEW LEGAL DOCUMENT WITH CHANGES TO WHAT COUNCIL CAN FUND FOR 
CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 
Clerk had circulated the updated Legal Document dated November 2021 to all 
members. It was agreed that she would also send a copy of the old Legal Document so 
that direct comparisons could be made. 
Clerk said she had quickly read the document and felt that nothing major had changed 
and will look at in more detail but would welcome the thoughts from the members too.  
This item will therefore be on the Agenda for the next meeting 
 

iii) ANY OTHER ISSUES THAT MEMBERS WISH TO REPORT 
Although not within the remit of the Burial Board Mr Kennell said they are still working 
on how they could tidy up the area by the North Door where photographers stood.  A 
suggestion of artificial grass had been suggested and they will be speaking to the 
Diocese about this. 
He also talked about “notable trees” in the churchyard in relation to QEII’s Platinum 
Jubilee Celebrations and more details will follow.   
Mr Kennell also asked if the Council could take a look and see if it was possible to trim 
some of the branches off the tree which is by the flagpole in the churchyard.  Clerk said 
she would speak to the Council’s tree surgeon and report back.   
 

11. CEMETERIES  
i) TO REPORT ON TREE FROM BRIO RETIREMENT VILLAGE WHICH WAS 

LEANING INTO THE NEW CEMETERY AND ACTION TAKEN 
A tree from the Brio Retirement Village had split and was hanging over the New 
Cemetery again as a result of the storm.  Clerk being unable to make any contact with 
Brio Retirement Village over the weekend had arranged for Stockwell-Davies to cut it 
down to 6 ft high (in the hope it may grow back).  Brio had accepted responsibility for 
the tree and the invoice had been sent directly to them.   
 

ii) ANY OTHER ISSUES THAT MEMBERS WISH TO REPORT  
A member said that a lot of the items on the graves had been blown all over the 
cemeteries in the high winds experienced in the recent storm.  It was suggested that a 
Working Party should be organised to have a tidy up.  It was agreed that the items 
would be kept in the Bier House for a couple of months in case anyone contacted the 
Council to say something had gone missing off a grave.  Chairman to organise a date. 

  
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 19th April 2022 at 10.30 am. 

 
13. MEETING CLOSED at 11.05  am. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________ Chairman    Dated: ____________________ 


