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NOT JUST 
ONE, BUT TWO 
AMAZING ACTS 
OF BRAVERY
PC Sarah Crawford from Gloucestershire 
Constabulary and who is based at Stow on 
the Wold Police Station has been awarded a 
National Bravery Award from the British 
Association of Women Police Officers 
(BAWP). The award ceremony took place at 
Tortworth Court Hotel, in South 
Gloucestershire, back in October 2021.  
Sarah was faced with multiple attackers, 
while working alone, during the pursuit of a 
stolen quad bike and another vehicle. During 
the incident the officer had bricks thrown at 
her car and fire extinguishers discharged 
onto her windscreen. 

The offenders also attempted to run  
her over whilst she was out on foot and 
threatened the officer with an iron bar. Her 
determination and bravery secured the 
recovery of the stolen quad bike and the 
subsequent arrest of three males. Sarah 
was nominated by her team in the North 
Cotswolds who described her as an 
exemplary officer, committed to tackling 
organised crime in rural communities. 
They went on to state that her tenacity and 
dedication to her role has not diminished in 
her 22 years on frontline policing and is an 
example to all. 

PC Sarah Crawford was also nominated but 
didn’t win the Police Federation of England 
and Wales National Bravery Award. 

She attended Downing Street in October 
2021, along with her very proud father 
Thomas and met with all the other nominees 
from across England and Wales. This was in 
relation to a gas leak in the North 
Cotswolds.

PC Crawford and an officer we can’t name, 
responded to a call from a distressed 
woman who said she couldn’t wake up her 
husband and their 15 year old son.

The officers could smell gas coming from 
the family home – a boiler had leaked and 
set off a small explosion. The officers were 
advised by their control room to get out but 
they both decided to stay and help.

They opened the doors and windows to 
allow the gas to escape, but as she returned 
to check on her casualty, PC Crawford found 
that the boy had stopped breathing. She 
administered CPR and once he had started 
breathing she dragged him to safety outside. 
The second officer continued to provide first 
aid to the father until paramedics arrived. 
Both father and son went on to make a full 
recovery. 

Both officers waited until the victims were in 
the ambulance and there was nothing more 
they could do before finally accepting 
medical treatment. They were back on duty 
the next day.

Gloucestershire Police Federation Chair 
Steve James said “This incident would have 
proved to be fatal if it wasn’t for the officers’ 
intervention”. 
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PC Sarah Crawford & Chief Constable Rod Hansen at the BAWP National Bravery Awards
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Key dates for  
your calendar 
See what’s coming up in the 
coming months
Council Meeting dates and times can change 
so do check the noticeboard, on St Edward’s 
Hall, Council website or give the office a call. 
For meeting venues please see agenda. 

Planning, Traffic 
& Parking 
Committee 
Meeting

Farmers’ Market Farmers’ Market Council 
Meeting

15 March 
Tuesday 7pm

10 March 
Thursday 10am

31 March
Thursday 10am

31 March 
Thursday 7pm

COMMUNITY 
LITTER PICK

The Council is 
restarting it 
community litter 
picks with the 
help of local 
organisations/

groups and residents in March and will do a 
number throughout the year.

There will be groups going around the town, 
the playing fields and the cemeteries but if 
you prefer to work alone or perhaps with a 
friend then that is fine whatever works for 
you. We will provide you with all the 
equipment that is needed.

If you are interested in getting involved then 
please contact the office in the first instance 
on 01451 832585 or email  
info@stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk.

THANK YOU!

WELCOME BACK FUND
The Council applied for two grants from the 
Welcome Back Fund and was successful on both 
occasions. The scheme announced back in May 
2020 was set up to provide monies to local 
authorities to help with the reopening of the High 
Streets post Covid lockdowns. Cotswold District 
Council administered the grants on behalf of the 

Government and is funded through the European Regional Development Fund.

The first grant was given for the supply of four larger litter bins which you can see 
outside Stow Social Club, Well Lane, adjacent to Greedy’s chip shop in Park Street, 
Cotswold District Council’s Shoppers Car Park adjacent to Tesco & outside St Edward’s 
Hall, in the Square.  It soon became apparent during the first lockdown that due to more 
takeway convenience foods being eaten outdoors (as hotels/cafes/restaurants were 
closed) the original bins were not big enough so have been replaced with larger 
capacity new black and more modern style and hopefully more inkeeping with Stow. 
The long term plan is for all the litter bins in the town to be replaced with this new 
design bin. This is a costly exercise bearing in mind the large number of litter bins we 
have in the town and will be phased in over a number of years.

The second grant is to carry out some improvements to Wraggs Row green (opposite 
Crestow House for anyone who is not familiar with the area) which is Common Land 
and the Council act as Guardian and maintain the area. The Council has appointed a 
contractor who will tidy up and remove a lot of the vegetation on the green, trim the 
trees and will also supply four new wooden handmade planters for the area. These will 
be planted with suitable shrubs/flowers that are easy to maintain and hopefully give 
some colour. The green has a lot of utlities running under it so we are slightly limited as 
to what we can do but hopefully you will see a great improvement. This is such a prime 
location in the town and will enhance the look of the area and further complement the 
beautiful adjacent Cotswold stone terrace housing – Wraggs Row. These improvements 
should be completed by the end of March 2022.  

PLATINUM JUBILEE 
CELEBRATIONS

The Council along 
with many local 
organisations have 
been working 
together to organise 
a number of events 
for the town in 
celebration of this 
unprecedented 

occasion of Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum 
Jubilee.

The nation will celebrate this momentous 
occasion with an extended Bank Holiday 
starting on Thursday 2nd June 2022 and 
events in the town will run right through to 
Sunday 5th June 2022.

The town’s celebrations will begin at 9.45 pm 
on QEII playing field, Lower Swell Road, on 
Thursday 2nd June 2022 when the town’s 
beacon will be lit by Sybil Ruscoe, one of 
Gloucestershire’s Deputy Lieutenants. Sybil 
will be representing the Sovereign, so we 
are honoured that we have such an 
accomplished resident living in the town. 

Stow on the Wold library offers many services which 
include:

Since Covid, we have all changed how we live and how we utilis 
 our public services. Stow on the Wold is a town with a vibrant 
community and a lot to offer. The beating heart of the community 
is Stow Library and its Visitor Information Centre. 

We all use libraries for different reasons, Stow Library is not only 
the place to get your latest James Patterson or, for the more 
discerning reader, a Hilary Mantel!  As you can see from the services 
we offer above it is also a place to come and connect.  

Stow Library runs lots of events throughout the year for adults and 
children, including our annual Summer Reading Challenge which 
is always great fun for children. The Library has Baby Bounce & 
Rhyme (BB&R) every Wednesday (term time only) to keep young 
ones and parents/guardians entertained. Janet who runs BB&R 
sings nursery rhymes and ends with a story from one of our 
children’s books.  

As Stow is a haven for retirement, we also cater to that demographic 
by holding a Library Club once a month where friends can chat and 
catch up with their reading material over coffee and a cake. And as a 
library what better way to discuss books than through a Book Club.  
This has recently started on a Friday evening and is held once a 
month.  We use the Library Reading Group book list so there is 
plenty of choice for all tastes, a great way to debate books. 
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Farmers’ MarketPlanning, Traffic 
& Parking 
Committee 
Meeting

Annual Town 
Meeting 

Farmers’ MarketPlanning, Traffic 
& Parking 
Committee 
Meeting

Council 
Meeting

14 April 
Thursday 10am

5 April 
Tuesday 7pm

21 April 
Thursday 7pm

28 April 
Thursday 10am 

26 April 
Tuesday 7pm

28 April
Thursday 7pm

PC Crawford’s bravery in relation to the gas 
leak incident reached the ears of the BBC. 
They contacted the Council to ask 
permission to film in the town for a BBC One 
series called Critical Incident which tells the 
true stories of police officers, firefighters 
and paramedics who have been assaulted or 
injured in the line of duty, or who have risked 
their lives for others with no thought for 
their own personal safety. The aim of the 

programme is to remind the public of the 
extraordinary courage shown by our 
emergency service workers in executing 
their duty every single day, especially given 
the very challenging last couple of years. 

This is due to be aired in the Spring so do 
watch out for it and well done PC Sarah 
Crawford on behalf of the Council and the 
community – exceptional work and well 
beyond the call of duty.

PC Sarah Crawford and her father Thomas at the Police 
Federation of England and Wales National Bravery 

The good news is that all events are free.  If there is an event you 
would be interested in, please come and chat to a member of staff 
about it and we welcome new ideas too. 

As you can see there is plenty on offer in the Library. We have a 
Virtual Reference Library if you need help with your homework or 
tracing your family history or are you struggling to pass your Driving 
Theory Test or trying to find an old newspaper article. If you have or 
are about to start a new business we have a Growth Hub where you 
can get guidance and advice free of charge.  

Stow Library has a lot to offer and if you are a member much 
of it is free, so please come along and see if there is something that 
suits you.

You can contact the library by calling 01451 830352 or if 
you prefer by email stowlibrary@gloucesteshire.gov.uk 

 

Library staff and members of the Book Club at one of the monthly meetings

Stow on the Wold Library Opening Times

Monday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
Tuesday 10.00 am – 7.00 pm 
Wednesday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
Thursday 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 
Friday 10.00 am – 7.00 pm 
Saturday 10.00 am – 2.00 pm

This will be followed by a firework display 
which will be set to a medley of a few songs 
by the band QUEEN! Get it??!!

So make a note in your diary so you don’t 
miss out!

There are lots of other events planned 
including some a family community event 
with stalls, children’s games and races, Best 
Dressed Royal Dog competition, live music 
(we hope), skittles, BBQ & pig roast, licensed 
bar and soft drinks etc, etc. It will take place 
on King George’s Playing Field, Oddington 
Road on Friday 3rd June 2022 from 
2.00 pm - 5.00 pm. Stow Social Club will be 
organising a number events over the Bank 
Holiday including a dance with live music, 
Royal themed treasure hunt is being set up 
by Stow Youth Club, we will also be 
encouraging the shops to dress their 
windows in a Royal theme thanks to the help 
of Stow Library & VIC staff and much,  
much more!

Watch out for more information nearer the 
date on posters around the town, Council’s 
website www.stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk, 
social media channels etc. 

The next issue of Stow Matters, which will 
be published week commencing 9th May 
2022, will include a full listing of exactly 
what has been organised for the town.

We have limited resources and rely on the 
help of volunteers. If you feel you could lend 
a helping hand with these events then 
please do get in touch. Without volunteers 
it would be impossible to organise such 
events so do think seriously about getting 
involved.

The more volunteers the more things we  
can organise. 

Contact the office on 01451 832585 
or email info@stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk. 
and register your interest. 

Public computers (free to Library members)

Growth Hub

e-booksLibrary Club Photocopying

e-magazines Scanning
Books

Events Printing (A4 & A3/ B&W & Colour)

Local History
DVDsAudio CDs Virtual Reference Library

 Free Bus Pass (Age related and disability)
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Brio Beechwood Park retirement community in Stow-on-the-Wold proudly supports Stow Matters.
  brioretirement.co.uk

STOW PAST AND 
PRESENT
Stow Methodist Chapel - John Wesley visited 
Stow in August 1767 and preached to “a very 
dull, quiet congregation”, probably from the 
base of the Market Cross, since he was 
unwelcome in the Parish Church. Even if dull 
and quiet, those who heard him welcomed 
other Wesleyan preachers, some of whom 
were permitted to use the Baptist Church, 
which was a great concession in those 
sectarian times.

In 1809 a chapel was built where Sheep Street 
is joined by Digbeth Street. It was enlarged in 
1868 and was a fine example of a small 
Victorian chapel. Later, a clock tower was 
added. The building is now residential 
apartments.

Photograph kindly supplied by www.stowcivicsociety.co.uk.

Photograph kindly supplied by Claire Carroll

Apologies for being quiet on updates on the Neighbourhood 
Plan but this has been due to the fact that the Council decided 
that the current data on housing needs was likely to be 
regarded as out of date. It applied for a grant from Locality 
which was successful and AECOM were appointed to carry 
out a Housing Needs Assessment. This has now been 
completed which means that the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group (NPSG) can now finalise its policy documents 
and the Neighbourhood Plan itself for approval by Council.  

Watch out for next update in the next edition of Stow Matters 
which is scheduled to be published in May 2022.

New police 
information point

One of Stow’s PCSO’s, Katy 
Perrett, has been organising a 
monthly Police Surgery for the 
town. This commenced in January 
2022 and will take place on a 
monthly basis (subject to demand) 
in Stow Library. No appointment is 
necessary so just turn up if there 
is anything you want to discuss or 
draw to the Police’s attention. The 
surgery will be open for an hour. 

Look out for dates and times which will 
be posted on Council website NEWS pages at  
www.stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk, Council noticeboard on 
St Edward’s Hall and social media channels. If you have 
any questions then do contact PCSO Katy Perrett on 
email address 
Katy.Perrett@gloucestershire.police.uk.

 


