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MINUTES OF STOW ON THE WOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S PARKS & SQUARE COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2021, AT STOW YOUTH CENTRE, FOSSEWAY, STOW ON 
THE WOLD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL54 1DW AT 7.00 PM  
 
PRESENT: Councillors:   A Clayton (Chairman), J Davies (Vice Chairman), S Clarke, J Piper,  
J Scarsbrook, V Davies, A Cox & Mrs H Sipthorp, Clerk/RFO of the Council 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Advisor Mr N Surman. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
Members were reminded to declare any interests in items on the agenda as the meeting 
progressed.   
 

3. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
No members of public present. 
 

4. MINUTES – TO SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 29TH 
JULY 2021 
RESOLVED that the minutes should be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.  
Motion carried.  
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None.  
 

6. CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 29TH 
JULY 2021 
The large ash tree on allotments site, adjacent to Brio site, which has dieback disease will be felled 
this week. 
Clerk reported on an incident that had occurred on the QEII playing field recently.  Some local 
youths had gathered on the field and had a BBQ which obviously created a lot of smoke and a 
nearby resident saw it but did not investigate where it was coming from and tried to alert the Police 
but got no response and ended up calling the Fire Brigade who attended.   A member of Council 
had also been contacted by the same resident and went to the site.  The youths were not causing 
any problems and had lit a BBQ and she explained that all fires, including BBQs, are banned on the 
field.  There had been no damage to the field and she said you could not even see that a BBQ had 
been lit.  Clerk will prepare a small notice to go on Welcome Signs at two entrances to the playing 
field which says NO BBQs.  The youths were polite and she emphasised to them that they were 
very welcome on the playing field but not to have any further BBQs. 
A member said she had been approached by a couple of youths asking if the Council would fund 
and erect nets on the goalposts at King George’s Playing Field.  Clerk will put this on the Agenda for 
the next meeting.   
 

7. SPRING GARDENS ALLOTMENTS 
i) Update on vacant plots 

No vacant plots and one person on the waiting list but wants a specific plot. 
ii) To review, amend if appropriate and adopt Bee Keeping on Allotments Policy 

document 
RESOLVED to adopt the document without amendment.  Motion Carried. 

iii) Update on planting of hedge, Ash Dieback Grant from GCC to supply whips, ground 
preparation and erecting a fence in section not suitable for planting whips and to 
approve expenditure 
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Clerk said that she had chased the grant application and had been advised that we should 
hear any day whether it had been successful.  GCC were currently obtaining quotes from 
nurseries.  Having done a site visit it became apparent that the boundary where the new 
hedge will be planted needs a lot of work before planting the hedge to clear the rubbish and 
debris.  This will therefore incur extra costs in addition to the planting expenditure which has 
already been approved.  RESOLVED that Stockwell Davies Limited estimate for £600 + VAT 
is approved for clearing and preparing the boundary and in addition to hire an 8 yard skip at 
a cost of £255 inclusive of VAT.   Motion carried. 
Currently the contractor is booked to carry this work out mid October subject, of course, to 
the grant being awarded by GCC. 
Clerk also said that there was an area along the boundary which was unsuitable for planting 
a hedge as the ground is very poor quality at this point.  She had discussed this with the 
Chairman and it was therefore suggested that this section should have a fence erected. The 
Clerk will obtain estimates which will be discussed at the next meeting.  A decision will then 
be taken as to whether this can be completed in this financial year or need to be put in the 
budget for new financial year.  Unanimously agreed that this was a good course of action.  
 

8. STOW CRICKET PAVILION 
i) To report on recent Clean Up Working Party held on 12th September 2021 

Chairman thanked all the volunteers for their help in clearing out the pavilion and tidying up 
the surrounding areas.  There is a large amount to be disposed of and the Clerk will arrange 
a skip.   

ii) To discuss email received from former Chairman of disbanded Stow Cricket Club in 
relation to machinery and upkeep of the cricket square 
A discussion ensued and the Clerk was asked to draft a response and run it past the 
members ahead of sending.  This will basically say that the Council is not in a position to 
fund the servicing of the lawnmowers or the roller and that no one should use any of this 
machinery as they will not be insured and that the square is being mowed at the same time 
as the rest of the field and will remain that way for the foreseeable future. 

 
9. UPDATE ON PLANTING HEDGE AT KING GEORGE’S PLAYING FIELD AND ASH DIEBACK 

GRANT FROM GCC TO SUPPLY WHIPS AND GROUND PREPARATION WORK 
No additional ground preparation is necessary therefore no further expenditure other than what has 
already been approved to plant the whips etc.  All other information in relation to the grant 
application from GCC as item 7 iii) above. 
 

10. CLERK TO GIVE UPDATE ON ORGANISATION OF BONFIRE EVENT ON FRIDAY 5TH 
NOVEMBER 2021 AND TO ARRANGE A WORKING PARTY MEETING ALONG WITH 
VOLUNTEERS 
Clerk gave a run down and confirmed that pig roast/BBQ, medics, toilets, Hatwell’s Fun Fair,  Mike 
Cowley (PA system), bar, Stow Primary School PTFA had all been booked.  It was agreed that the 
Council would ask for 10% of the PTFA takings from hereon.  Clerk had spoken to school about this 
pre pandemic but would speak to them again but did not envisage any problems.   
Fireworks company had also been booked.  Clerk said that the display will open with STOW 2021 
firework.  £1,000 had been earmarked for this year’s event so the fireworks display could be set to 
music.  Sadly, this will not be possible as the fireworks company only has one set of audio 
equipment and is taking that to Evesham who always have their event on 5th November irrespective 
just like Stow has it on the first Friday.  So the clash is only for this year and the music to 
accompany the display will occur in 2022 budget permitting.  RESOLVED that the £1,000 
earmarked would be split in two and £500 added to existing budget for firework display on 5th 
November and £500 towards the firework display to be organised for QEII’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations.  Motion carried. 
Plea for clean wood for the bonfire has been put into next edition of Stow Matters which will be 
delivered to all properties in the town in mid October 2021.   
Letters will be distributed to all adjacent properties to the QEII playing field in advance of the event.   
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Stow Primary School is running a competition to see which pupil will press the button to start the 
display and will also make the guy.  Resident Sybil Ruscoe, a Deputy Lieutenant for 
Gloucestershire, had agreed to light the bonfire. 
Working Party Meeting arranged for Monday 14th October 2021 at 6 pm.  Clerk to contact faithful 
volunteers to help on the night and for building the bonfire on the morning and invite them to this 
meeting. 
Banner will be erected on Fountain junction and Clerk will ask Tesco to erect the other in line with 
other years.  Posters are ready to go up nearer the date.   
 

11. CLERK TO GIVE UPDATE ON ORGANISATION OF CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS SWITCH ON 
EVENT TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2021 
Clerk said that Stow Primary School is on board as per usual.  Stow Fire Engine will attend and 
bring Father Christmas to the Square after the singing of festive songs and carols around the 
Christmas Tree.  Clerk will organise carol sheets to be distributed amongst the attendees so that all 
could join in.  Clerk will liaise with school in relation to the choice of songs/carols and for them to 
supply the music.  Mike Cowley is booked to do the PA system.  Cllr Clarke who heads up Stow 
Soup Society said there could be a problem with manning the stall this year as he may be away.   
He said his aim was to get new volunteers to make the soup and then it could be brought to site and 
could be manned by other volunteers this year.  Clerk will speak to Tesco about supplying the 
mince pies as per usual.  Clerk to speak to Queen’s Head about making the mulled wine once 
again.  Landlord will apply for the license.  Clerk to confirm with Stow Primary School PTFA in 
relation to whether they are going to do the hot drinks stall etc.  The school are also running a 
competition to ascertain which pupil will switch on the tree lights this year.  
 

12. CLERK TO GIVE AN UPDATE ON APPLYING FOR A GRANT FROM GOVERNMENT 
“WELCOME BACK FUND” VIA CDC FOR TIDYING UP AND MAKING MORE ATTRACTIVE THE 
GREEN IN FRONT OF WRAGGS ROW, FOSSEWAY 
Clerk said that there was still some funding left and as a result she had contacted the members of 
Council to suggest that she apply for funding for improvements to the green adjacent to Wraggs 
Row.  An application had been sent and the outcome should be known fairly soon. 
 

13. TO REPORT ON QEII’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS WORKING PARTY MEETING 
Chairman said that this had been a successful meeting and had been attended by several local 
organisations and groups who were willing to get involved.  There were also others that were unable 
to attend the meeting but were willing to get involved too.  Notes of this meeting will be circulated to 
all members in due course.  
 

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 18th October 2021 at 7.00 pm at Stow Youth Centre 
 

15. MEETING CLOSED – At 7.58 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Signed:  ________________________ Chairman        Dated: __________________________  


