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Glorious Cotswold 
Grasslands 
The council heard about this project being 
run by the Cotswold National Landscape 
(former Cotswold Conservation Board) team 
who were tasked with creating 100 hectares 
of wildflower rich grassland over three 
years – a target which they are delighted to 
have met after just two years of the project, 
with over 130 hectares now on the way to 
restoration. 

Anna Field, Glorious Cotswold Grasslands 
Assistant Project Officer said “We have lost 
97% of our wildflower meadows in the 
Cotswolds in the last 70 years so restoring 
lost meadows and creating new ones is 
critical for the wildflowers and invertebrates 
that are found in this special habitat. Last 
autumn Stow on the Wold Town Council 
approached us to discuss the possibility of 
restoring some wildflower areas in town. 
We have been working together since then 
to identify suitable areas and help provide 
funding to support the project and are 
delighted that earlier this month we 
scarified two areas – one at QEII playing 
field, Lower Swell Road and the other at 
King George’s playing field, Oddington Road 
and spread some locally sourced seed. 

The seed was collected by our project using 
a brush seed harvester last summer from a 
nearby donor site in the Cotswolds and so 
should be well matched to the soil 
conditions at Stow on the Wold. 

The areas have been cordoned off to allow 
the seedlings to get established – please 
bear with us as wildflower grassland 
restoration can be a slow process, with the 
number and diversity of plants increasing 
over the years. In time, these areas should 
become awash with wildflowers such as 
bird’s foot trefoil, knapweed, field scabious, 
wild carrot and wild marjoram. These will 
provide food and shelter for a range of 
butterflies and other insects which, in turn, 

will provide a food source for birds and bats 
in the area. We also hope that the linear 
nature of the sites chosen will mean they 
work as wildlife corridors in the landscape. 
We hope you enjoy watching them develop 
over the next couple of years and please do 
let us know what plants and animals you 
spot in them. We are also very happy to 
answer questions about the project at Stow 
on the Wold or grassland restoration in 
general.” 
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Honour for 
Stow’s Sybil

Sybil Ruscoe, who has lived in 
Stow on the Wold since 2005, 
has been named as one of 
seven new Deputy Lieutenants 
for Gloucestershire.

As well as fulfilling their main 
role, supporting the Lord 
Lieutenant, Edward Gillespie 
OBE, during Royal visits to the 
county, Deputy Lieutenants are 
expected to promote voluntary 

service and to take an interest in local business, industry and the 
social life of the county. Deputy Lieutenants also oversee 
Citizenship Ceremonies, where individuals become British 
citizens.

Sybil said “I’m immensely proud to become a Deputy Lieutenant. 
It is an honour and a privilege to serve Gloucestershire in this 
way. I am looking forward to promoting our glorious county.”

Sybil is a journalist and broadcaster. She presented cricket on TV 
with the BAFTA and RTS award winning C4 Cricket. She was a 
launch presenter on BBC Radio 5 Live and was a presenter on 
the Simon Mayo Breakfast Show on BBC Radio 1. More recently 
she’s presented Farming Today on BBC Radio 4.

Sybil and her husband Tom Knight, the former Athletics 
Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, co wrote The Official 
Commemorative Book of the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. As media advisors, Sybil and Tom have 
worked with the Archbishop of Canterbury, the SAS Association 
on the installation of the ‘Ascension’ window at Hereford 
Cathedral and with Hereford Cathedral Choir on its historic 
visit to sing at St Peter’s Basilica, the Sistine Chapel and to 
meet the Pope.

Sybil was recently appointed one of six new non executive 
directors of Gloucestershire Cricket Board, who will play a key 
role in developing the recreational game in the county. She is a 
member of the congregation of St Edward’s Church, Wychwood 
Golf Club, the Kingham Singers and the Moreton in Marsh and 
District Agricultural and Horse Show Society. She is passionate 
about her allotment in Stow, golf, cricket, singing, horse racing 
and the countryside.

Kingfisher Trail
The Kingfisher Trail is a 
sculpture trail taking place 
across the Cotswolds 
region this summer. 
Launched on 31st May and 
running into early October, 
it will provide a unique way 
for people to connect with 
nature and the great 
outdoors in 2021. It’s for 
everyone, so residents and 
visitors are all invited to 
join in with this accessible, 
fun and free activity. 

Organised by the team at conservation organisation 
Cotswolds National Landscape, the Kingfisher Trail will 
encourage people to discover the giant kingfisher 
sculptures across two distinct routes inspired by the 
rivers Severn and Thames. The kingfisher has been 
chosen based on its reputation as a resilient and 
adaptable bird – characteristics shared with the 
communities and businesses the trail seeks to support as 
we all begin to recover from the coronavirus pandemic. 

At the time of going to press, an app is being developed 
and will be launched to coincide with the start of the Trail 

New website for 
town council
The council has a new website which it hopes you will find 
useful and easier to navigate than the old one. Do take a 
look at www.stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk and don’t forget 
if you are organising any community events do let us 
know so we can include the details on our Events 
Calendar. You can find details of your local councillors, 
meeting dates, agenda and minutes and much more.

that will allow you to ‘tick off’ the kingfishers over the 
course of the summer. Go to website for more details 
www.kingfishertrail.org. 

The Kingfisher Trail will have 22 dazzling sculptures – all 
supported and creatively designed by celebrated national 
and local artists, led by internationally renowned painter, 
PJ Crook MBE. Many of the exciting artists involved in the 
trail are based in and around the Cotswolds and you can find 
out more about them all on the official trail website at 
www.kingfishertrail.org/artists.

As part of the Kingfisher Trail 2021 Stow on the Wold 
Town Council has sponsored a 5 ft kingfisher and has been 
allocated one created by Peachzz who is a street artist. Her 
kingfisher combines several different species of kingfisher 
into the sculpture (see photo). It’s very clever, beautiful and 
amazing that it was all done with spray paint. 

Do pop along to Stow Library to take a look at Stow’s very 
own kingfisher. When the trail ends on 18th October 2021 
all the kingfisher sculptures will be auctioned off for charity. 

Key dates for  
your calendar 
See what’s coming up in the 
coming months
Council Meeting dates and times can change 
so do check the noticeboard, on St Edward’s 
Hall, Council website or give the office a call.  

Farmer’s Market Farmer’s MarketCouncil 
Meeting

Farmer’s MarketFarmer’s Market Farmer’s Market Farmer’s MarketCouncil 
Meeting

Farmer’s Market Council 
Meeting

24 June 
Thursday 10am

12 August 
Thursday 10am

24 June 
Thursday 7pm

29 July 
Thursday 10am

8 July
Thursday 10am

26 August 
Thursday 10am

30 September 
Thursday 10am

22 July 
Thursday 7pm

9 September 
Thursday 10am

30 September 
Thursday 7pm

Fireworks 
Subject to any Covid 19 
restrictions the Council is 
very pleased to confirm that it 
will be organising its annual 
bonfire event which will 
take place on Friday 5 

November 2021 on QEII playing field. Watch out 
for more details nearer the time but be sure to put 
the date in your diary straightaway. 

No fun at the 
fair this year
Hatwell’s Fun Fair was unable 
to come to the town last year 
due to Covid 19 restrictions and 

will not be coming again in June 2021 either. 
Hopefully they will be able to return in June 2022.

Bell ringing 
to play unique role in grand finale of NHS, 
social care & frontline workers day at 8pm, 
5 July 2021 

This is the first time 
such an event has 
taken place and it is 
planned to make this 
an annual occasion on 
5th July every year 
thereafter, using the 

occasion to raise valuable funds for NHS Charities 
Together, the official organisation set up to support 
over 230 hospitals and their charitable trusts, 
with the money being equally divided to support 
the health and wellbeing of staff. The other charity 
to benefit is the National Care Association, whose 
members dedicate their lives to the care of others.

On Monday 5th July 2021 at 8.00 pm you will 
hear a single bell ring 73 times, at St Edward’s 
Church, with each ring representing a year in the 
life of the NHS. This is a nationwide event and the 
intention is that as the bell rings out that the 
community will come out of their houses and clap 
for all frontline NHS workers. So do join in and the 
Council will be flying a special commemorative 
flag on St Edward’s Hall in celebration of the 
fantastic work carried out by the NHS. 
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Brio Beechwood Park retirement community in Stow-on-the-Wold proudly supports Stow Matters.
    brioretirement.co.uk

STOW PAST AND PRESENT

St Edward’s Hall - the building occupies a central position in 
the Stow’s Square. It was designed by Medland of Gloucester 
and completed in 1878, at a cost of £4,000 (£480,000 at 2020 
prices). Note in this picture circa 1885 there is no spire.

£10,000 On offer 
from council grants for eligible 
local organisations

Over the past few years the 
council has given grants to the 
following organisations:– 

Stow Cotswold Festival, Stow 
Motor Show, Stow Rugby Club, 
1st Stow Scout Group, Villager 

Community Bus, Cotswold Friends, Stow Community & 
Family Hub, Stow Almshouse Charity, Stow Primary School 
PTFA, Spring Gardens Allotments Association, Abbeyfield, St 
Edward’s Church Christmas Tree Festival, Stow Community 
Land Trust, Stow Social Club and more.

The Council has already awarded some grants this financial 
year but there is still some money left in the budget so why 
not find out if your local organisation, group or charity meets 
the Council’s criteria by requesting a copy of its Grant 
Awarding Policy document (including an application form) 
by contacting the clerk on 01451 832585 or email 
info@stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

 

The belfry spire was added in 1894 as the gift of Mr E T 
Godman to house the fire bell, since the Rector, the Rev R W 
Hippisley, would not allow the church bell to be used for this 
purpose.

Congratulations
To our hard working and 
supportive Ward District Cllr 
Dilys Neill who was elected as 
Chairman of Cotswold District 
Council at its Annual Council 
Meeting held in May. 

Future editions of 
Stow Matters
Pandemic permitting the Council 
hopes it can return to publishing 
Stow Matters newsletter on a 
quarterly basis from now on.

Photograph kindly supplied by www.stowcivicsociety.co.uk. Photograph kindly supplied by Claire Carroll


