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Stow
Matters
Stow and the
Covid-19 Pandemic
As early as January and February
this year we were aware of the
approaching flu epidemic. It was
like one of those fictional suspense
stories one reads on holiday,
Coronavirus is rapidly spreading
throughout the world, the UK is
starting to see cases and Government
warnings have been issued! Back then
we had no idea that this “bug” would
turn into a pandemic with such
dramatic consequences, we joked
about it in the pub and went about
our daily business as usual, however,
concern was growing.
More Government warnings came
and local people began offering
support on social media, “Mrs So and
So at No 24 can’t get out, I’ll go and
get her shopping”. “I know someone
who is housebound and needs their
medication, can someone help?”.
Many offers of help were posted
and it soon became apparent a
coordinated approach was needed.
Stow Town Council had the capability
and facilities to do this and the Clerk,
Heather Sipthorp, dropped all but
vital Council business to concentrate
on the situation, the office printer
sprang into action printing letters
to all residents, volunteers kindly
stuffed these into envelopes one
evening in St Edward’s Church.

The content of the letter asked for
people to register if they needed help
and also asked for volunteers to come
forward. A database was set up of the
vulnerable residents and also for
those who had offered their help –
the response was overwhelming.
A Covid-19 WhatsApp group was set
up and also a special section on the
Council website to enable
communication throughout the
community. The Council also
purchased a mobile phone so that
residents could make contact out
of office hours.
Ward District Cllr Dilys Neill who was
self isolating kindly offered to look
after the mobile phone which was a
great help. It soon became very
obvious we were dealing with a much
larger issue than first envisaged, the
Clerk was now inundated with calls
and emails from residents. With so
many calls, some sadly from confused
elderly residents, emails and general

information to correlate it became
apparent the task for the Clerk now
working remotely from home was
too great and this is where the
partnership was set up with Cotswold
Friends who took over this service –
see article on centre spread which
gives more details.
There are so many people to thank
for all that has been done during this
time, some completely unrecognised
helping others with shopping, picking
up medication, or just talking to
neighbours to keep spirits up, others
such as Tesco, Badham’s Pharmacy
and all the shops who remained open
and many offering home delivery
service. I have felt a greater feeling of
community spirit in and around
Stow and it’s as if we are all working
together as a community whatever
our differences – so thank you all
and stay well.
Cllr Ben Eddolls, Mayor
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Council
meetings

Stow Police
Station

During the pandemic the
Council has continued to
meet on a regular basis
using the Zoom video
platform and will continue
to do so until face to face
meetings can be resumed.
Council meetings are now
taking place on a monthly
basis on the last Thursday
of the month. The times do
vary so do take a look at the
calendar on the Council website for latest information
www.stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk.
Council committees are also meeting and again for dates
and times visit the website or give the office a call on
01451 832 585 or email info@stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk.
Members of public are very welcome to attend
any Council or committee meeting.

Good Luck!

New Opening Hours

The Council would
like to welcome
Ms Ioana Black
who has been
appointed as
the new
Receptionist
for Stow Police
Station. The station will be open Monday through to Friday
from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm. You can go along to the station
at these times to report incidents and hand in lost/found
property etc.
Out of these hours go to www.gloucestershire.police.uk
where on the homepage you can report a crime, antisocial
behaviour, fraud, lost or found property, civil dispute,
missing person, lost or stolen vehicles, road traffic
incident etc. Or, of course, you can call 101 to report any
incidents if you do not have access to the internet.

However, don’t forget that if it is an emergency
always call 999.

Many of you will know or recognise PC Jason Page, a level headed, helpful and calm individual with a
ready smile. PC Page retired from the Police service in July 2020. He attended the June Council meeting
and gave his final report. This gave the Council the opportunity to give its thanks for his hard work and
commitment in keeping the community safe. A presentation was made to PC Page on behalf of the
Council and the community.
You may be interested to know that Jason left school and joined the Army as a junior solider going to the
Army Foundation College in Harrogate, Yorkshire. He then joined the Royal Signals and had postings in
Northern Ireland during the troubles.
On leaving the Army after completing his service, he went to work at GCHQ. He then subsequently
joined Gloucestershire Constabulary, first as a call handler and then as a Police
Constable working in the Force Intelligence Bureau.
He came to Stow on the Response Team and at that point moved nearer
to Stow. He then went on to become the Neighbourhood Officer for
Stow about 4 years ago. Good luck Jase and keep in touch.
PC Alison Palfrey has been appointed the new Neighbourhood Officer
for Stow and at the time of going to press hopes to take up the role in
mid August. PC Palfrey has worked at Stow Police Station for many
years and will slot nicely in as she is very familiar with the town and
surrounding area.
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Cotswold
Friends & Stow
Town Council

in partnership to support Stow residents
It may seem like a long time ago to many of us now, but
back in March 2020 when the Coronavirus situation first
began, Stow Town Council put out an appeal for
volunteers to support Stow residents in need. The
response was fantastic with over 40 volunteers coming
forward with generous offers of help. At the same time,
local charity Cotswold Friends was developing plans to
adapt services and provide continued support to people
across the North Cotswolds. Cotswold Friends has been
supporting older and vulnerable people for over 40 years,
offering Community Transport, Befriending, Carer Respite
and Community Activities. With over 350 volunteers, the
charity has a great deal of experience organising
volunteers to provide help and support.
With this in mind, Stow Town Council
approached the charity to see if a
partnership arrangement could be
developed, with Cotswold Friends
facilitating the management of the
Stow volunteer team. Before long the
partnership was up and running, requests for help were
coming in and the new volunteers were out and about
bringing much needed practical help and cheer (at a
distance!) to many self isolating and shielding residents
throughout Stow and on occasions the surrounding
villages. Julie Mitchell, Community Transport & Activities
Manager at Cotswold Friends and Heather Sipthorp, Clerk
of Stow Town Council, were instrumental in developing
the joint project.
Heather said “It is quite amazing that in the first 14 weeks
of lockdown over 1600 acts of kindness were carried out
by our fantastic volunteers and ongoing. I would like to
add my personal thanks to the volunteers too and also in
particular to Julie Mitchell, Cotswold Friends.
Julie worked relentlessly to get the scheme up and
running when the charity was experiencing high volumes
of calls from their existing clients and anxiety and stress
levels were running high from all angles. Julie carries out
her role professionally, efficiently and with good humour
too – thanks very much Julie.”
Two of the most critical roles have been collecting and
delivering vital medication and providing a shopping
service for those people unable to leave their house.

Julie Mitchell, Community Transport & Activities Manager, Cotswold Friends

The medication service has been especially appreciated
and volunteers have regularly collected prescriptions from
Badham’s Pharmacy, the Stow Drs Surgery dispensary and
other local chemists.
One volunteer really felt that helping out during this
challenging period had given her a purpose, a sense of self
worth and the realisation that little things can make a real
difference. Another enjoyed getting out and about and
meeting new people. Both volunteers said that everyone
was incredibly grateful for the service provided by the
volunteers to Stow and the surrounding villages since
March.
Julie Mitchell from Cotswold
Friends commented “It has been
a real pleasure getting to know
Heather at Stow Town Council
whilst working together with all the new volunteers in
Stow. Our collaboration has developed a mutual
understanding of how our organisations work and will
definitely lead to more joint projects and support in the
future. This has certainly been a period of intense ups and
downs, working to ensure that we manage the needs of
our community and support the wonderful volunteers who
have donated so much time and energy – with the added
bonus of making lovely friendships along the way.”
Congratulations to all of the fantastic Stow Volunteers
who have made such a difference to local people’s lives
at this difficult time.
Cotswold Friends always needs new volunteers and would
be delighted to welcome anyone that might like to register
as a volunteer in the future. Please telephone George on
01608 697007, email: volunteering@cotswoldfriends or
visit www.cotswoldfriends.org to find out more.

The next issue of Stow Matters (October 2020) will be delivered to
all properties in the town during the last week of September. The
whole newsletter will be dedicated to the Stow on the Wold & the
Swells Neighbourhood Plan and to give you updates on progress
made to date and the way ahead.
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Residents urged not
to fall foul of the law
Dog mess is the most unacceptable and
offensive type of litter on our streets. It
is unpleasant to see it in parks, on the
pavement and especially on your shoe!
While many dog owners are caring,
responsible individuals, there are still
some people who do not clean up after their pets. Dog
fouling is consistently one of the highest sources of
complaints by the public to Cotswold District Council
(CDC). Dog fouling is seen as one of the biggest nuisances
blighting public spaces. Not only is it an unpleasant sight
and smell, its unhygienic and spreads disease. Whilst rare,
contact with dog excrement can
cause Toxocariasis. This is an
infection caused by the roundworm
Toxocara Canis. The eggs of the
parasite can be found in soil or sand
contaminated with dog faeces and
Thoughtless dog owners
if swallowed, result in an infection
W e ' r e w a t c h i n g y o u ! !!
that lasts between 6 and 12 months
and can cause blindness. With
Walk your dog away
from a fine of up to £1000
infected soil samples often found in
play areas, Toxocariasis most
commonly affects children between
IT'S THE LAW
18 months and 5 years.
Clean up after your dog

Allotment Competition
With the current Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions, the annual Spring
Gardens Allotments Association
Flower & Produce Show was
cancelled. So as a result it was
decided to organise a “Best Kept
Allotment” competition amongst
its members.
CONGRATULATIONS to John Perkins
and Cat MacDonald who won the competition.
Spring Gardens Allotments Association are hoping to
organise a small show at the allotments on August Bank
Holiday weekend but this will be outside and will be at the
mercy of the weather and, of course, any restrictions in
place at that time relating to the Covid-19 pandemic.

If individuals wish to take action against a dog owner who
has not cleaned up after their dog, then please report this
offence to CDC. You will need to include the name and
address of the person in charge of the dog, a description
of the dog, plus details of the date, time and place. You
can do this by following the link to CDC website
www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/litter-streetcleaning-and-dog-fouling or give CDC a call on
01285 623000.
Cleaning up after your dog is one of the key
responsibilities of dog ownership, especially in public
places. The best way is to use a dog poo bag, or a carrier
bag to pick up the faeces. Ideally this should then be
placed in a designated dog bin. However, a lack of a
nearby bin is no excuse. To bag it and leave poo bags in
trees, on fences or on the ground is also completely
unacceptable as this is extremely bad for the environment.
Dogs and the Law - The CDC Public Spaces Protection
Order (PSPO) makes it an offence if you do not remove any
poo deposited by your dog. This removal must be done
without delay.
Any breach of the Order could result in a £100 fixed
penalty notice or being taken to court
and receiving a fine on conviction of up
to £1000. The PSPO does not apply to
blind or partially sighted people with
guide dogs and those with other trained
assistance dogs.

Stow Past & Present
The Curiosity Shop (currently Huffkins) is probably the
oldest building in the square, built around 1450. It was
originally built of wood, with timber crucks supporting
the roof and wattle and daub walls. An upper floor was
added later. The base was supported by beehive
shaped mounds of stones at the corners of the
building. One of these mounds is missing at the front,
hence the lean.
As building methods evolved and stone became the
common building material, a stone frontage was
added but the builders had to accommodate the lean.
Later renovations have levelled the floor inside,
making the upstairs Huffkins coffee lounge an
interesting place for a break.

The allotments have looked amazing so well done to all
tenants who have worked so hard – a tribute to you all.
If you are interested in putting your name down for an
allotment then contact the Clerk on 01451 832585 or email
info@stowonthewold-tc.gov.uk.
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