Stow-on-the-Wold Town Council
Meeting 29th July 2021
Report from GCC Cllr Mark MacKenzie-Charrington

I can report the following:
• A meeting with GCC Highways and representatives of Maugersbury
PC, Stow TC and DC Dilys Neill was held on Tuesday 6th July to
discuss the Slad right of wa. An in principal agreement was reached
where the GCC will lay down a ‘hoggin’ type surface from the
Oddington Road to the gateway leading into the new surgery. Details
are yet to be see and approved.
•
• I will be attending a Zoom meeting of the North Cotswold Line
Taskforce on 23rd July to discuss the ongoing improvements in train
services from Worcester to London, via Moreton & Kingham stations.
This will include the plans for improved car-parking following the
recent purchase of the British Legion site adjacent to the station.
•

A new £200,000 fund has been created through the GCC ‘s Digital
Innovation Fund for charities, community or voluntary groups to
fund digital & technology-led initiatives. Applications for up to
£20,000 will be open from 12th July. In particular the fund hopes to
assist projects which support:
1. Improving literacy, including digital literacy
2. Preventing a decline in independence, health or wellbeing.
3. Encouraging digital access opportunities amongst the BAME
communities
4. Providing equipment and support to those with disabilities and
sensory impairment

•
•

We are being encouraged to think more about recycling metal
packaging. Over 12 billion items of aluminium packaging are sold in
the UK every year and we can recycle cans, foil, empty aerosols, trays,
tubes and metal screw caps. In 60 days, the metal can be back on the
shelves. The GCC is working with MetalMatters to achieve its targets.

•

Build Back Better Fund - £2m. Each of the 53 County Councillors will
have access to £40,000 to support community initiatives within their
Division. This is open to be spent by 31st January 2025 and is
available to any organisations, town & parish councils and sports
groups.

•

The Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service is to have the latest 999
system called Vision 5. It has the capability of locating mobile signals
to within 50 meters of the caller. The GCC provided £300,000 from its
capital program.

•
•

•
•

The Covid-19 infection rate in Gloucestershire is sadly on the
increase. Figures for the 7 days to 15th July were 2,271 confirmed
cases against 1,624 over the previous 7 days, a 40% increase. The
Cotswolds remains one of the lowest areas with 35 new cases against
the previous period. Children and younger unvaccinated people are
now the majority of new cases. Luckily with very few in hospital.
Late last year it was announced that the County Council had won
funding of £1.352m form the Department of Transport’s Rural
Mobility Fund. Two new on-demand rural bus services will start next
spring for a trial period of 2 years. One will be in the North Cotswold,
the other South Forest of Dean. Currently, 46% of North Cotswold
residents do not live- in walking distance of regular – 1 per every 2
hours – bus service.
The pilot will offer affordable journeys between designated pick-up/
drop-off points between 7am to 7pm weekdays and Saturday with
links to local transport hubs and train stations. The aim is to improve
transport at an affordable level and reduce the reliance of the use of
cars and thereby a reduction in our carbon footprint.

•

Following public consultation, it has been announced that a
significant upgrade of M5, Junction 10 will go ahead, resulting in
traffic being able to enter and exit from both the north and south
directions, which is not the case currently. This will make significant
improvements for access to north west Cheltenham. Works will also
include junction enhancement to A38/ A4019 at Coombe Hill and
widening the A4019 between the M5 and Cheltenham. Government
funding of £249m has been secured.

A consequence of these improvements will allow the start of a
number of major housing schemes under Homes England’s Housing
Infrastructure Fund.
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

The Care Quality Commission have reported that Gloucester Royal
Hospital has maintained an overall rating of ‘Good’ in what has been
an extremely challenging year. Some areas in A&E need improvement
by better use of department space, introducing more ambulance
drop-off points and walk-in patients seeing the most appropriate
doctors first off.
The Cabinet is to approve government funding of £2.6m to boost
Adult & Community Learning through the Education & Skills Funding
Agency, targeting English, mathematics & general language skills of
adults.
A recent review of Children in Care by Electoral Division shows that
at 1st June there were no children within the Stow, Bourton or Wotton
under Edge Divisions in council care. At the same date there were
however a total of 833 children in care elsewhere across the County
at an average annual cost of £110,000 with some up to £1m pa.
As part of the ongoing policy to reduce our carbon footprint the
County Council Cabinet has approved investing £620k into providing
500 double (100) on-street electric vehicle charging points. The first
25 being installed in Gloucester and Cheltenham within the current
financial year. This will to make it easier for people who are unable to
gain access to off-street charging near to their homes or employment.
The Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service is set to acquire up to
12new environmentally friendly fire appliances at a cost of £3.7m
over the next 3 years with each new vehicle costing circa £310k. A
further 8 vehicles are scheduled over the following 2 years at
additional funding.

MMC/21st July 2021

