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I post helpful information, including road closures for infrastructure repair etc., on Nextdoor and local Facebook groups.  Please could you mention this in your Parish News and Village Website.  Underlined text is linked.

Cllr Daryl Corps, Moreton Stow and the Rissingtons County Councillor.
daryl.corps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
07487579845

COUNTY COUNCILLOR ANNUAL REPORT
In the last year we have seen the new Liberal Democrat Administration take shape. In reality most activity at the County Council doesn’t change with a change in Administration. Adult Social Care and Children’s Services don’t change much. Although within a month of the Election there was an Ofsted inspection of our Children’s Services which was ranked as “Good.” This has been a long journey from being previously ranked “Inadequate.”
There is a tendency for new administrations to re-launch existing activity but with a different name. Where there was previously a “Build Back Better Fund” where your Councillor has money they can invest in Local Good Causes, this has now been re-launched as the “Neighbourhood Grassroots Fund.” If you know a local cause that requires support, please let me know. To set your expectation, this is a fund of £20k spread right across the division. I’m pleased to let you know I have already agreed funds for The Cotswold Friends Men in Sheds, which will hopefully go towards a new storage space and defibrillator. I am especially pleased that I have pledged £2000 to the fantastic youth mental health Charity Headspace.  This money will be directly spent to fund transport for Councillors or Mentors to actually come out to visit young people in our area.   If there are any other local good causes that would be interested, please do let me know, I would love to help.
Gloucestershire County Council remains solvent, although the settlement from the Government was less than received in previous years due to changes in the Formula. However, there are no cuts in spending, and the budget has gone up to £690m. The Administration has centralised the Highways Local Budget, where your Councillor could choose where to spend the Highways budget on local areas of need. They have centralised the budget and borrowed £15m over 3 years to invest in improved roads. This is useful but nowhere near enough, and certainly not enough to “fix the roads” as they promised during last year’s election. They now talk about “managing” public expectations.
The other Policy that the Liberal Democrats have made a lot of noise about is the introduction of 20 mph speed limits. The good news is that they have not gone for the blanket introduction that we have seen in Oxfordshire, but asked Local Communities to make the decision. The bad news is that they have asked Parish Council and Local Communities to express an interest, and this has resulted in nearly 400 expressions of interest. With only £2.8m allocated to this and a backlog in the Traffic Regulation Order process, they risk a “deluge of disappointment.” Such as Oddington, Swell and Adelstrop, all completely ignored by the Lib Dem administration, infact there are no schemes here in the North Cotswolds, they have focused south and in Cheltenham.
The progression to creating a Unitary Council continues with the 7 Councils in Gloucestershire working effectively together, they are looking at both options, 1 or 2 Council. The Government will decide in the Summer whether which will have. All the financial business cases, the Governments own criteria and common sense say we should have a single Unitary but recent announcements in Essex and Hampshire raise the possibility that we will have 2, East and West Gloucestershire. This would be illogical and motivated by Political pressure to create a Unitary where Labour might one day win. This would be a disaster. Either way, this should lead to Unitary Elections in May 2027.
Backing Our Farmers and Rural Economy
I was pleased to propose a motion at the most recent Gloucestershire County Council meeting, which received unanimous support, backing our farmers and rural economy.
In the lead up to this, we spoke directly with local farmers about what practical steps the Council can take to support them here in Gloucestershire. The motion reflects those conversations and focuses on actions that will make a genuine difference on the ground.
At its heart is a clear commitment for the Council to do more to support local suppliers, including increasing the use of Gloucestershire produce through Council procurement. With the scale of council spending, this is a real opportunity to back local farming and keep more money within our rural economy.
Farming remains the backbone of communities across this division of Moreton, Stow and the Rissingtons. When farmers are under pressure, the impact is felt across our villages, towns and the wider local economy.
The motion commits the Council to a number of practical steps, including:
• Supporting local suppliers through procurement
• Increasing the use of Gloucestershire produce in public services
• Strengthening the “Made in Gloucestershire” programme
• Expanding support for rural health, including mental health
• Promoting the value of locally produced food
There was broad recognition across the chamber of the challenges farmers are facing, from rising costs to wider policy pressures, and a shared determination to use the tools we have locally to support them.
Importantly, this was supported by councillors from all parties. That level of agreement is not always common, but it shows what can be achieved when we focus on practical solutions and the needs of our communities.








