
Report Stow Town Council January 2026 from Ward District Councillor Dilys Neill


Local Plan: The consultation has now ended. As you know, Cllr Tighe sent a letter to Cllr Mike Evemy, leader of CDC, to express disappointment that the draft local plan which was sent out for public consultation failed to address the problems of Stow, which have been evidenced in the recent neighbourhood plan submission. In particular, the demographic changes with a dramatic reduction in people of working age and children (also referenced in the local plan documents), a lack of affordable housing and the ongoing parking problems have not been considered. I wrote a letter in support of Stow Town Council’s comments, and Cllr Tighe raised the issue of our lack of affordable housing and our parking needs in q question to the full council meeting. As a result, Cllr Evemy has offered to visit Stow to engage with the town council. Jane Portman the CEO at CDC will be visiting my ward on 4th February.

Local government reorganisation. The seven local government authorities in Gloucestershire submitted their proposals for LGR together with hundreds of pages of evidence to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government in November. GCC and CDC both favour a single unitary authority for the whole council, although not all the other councils agree. However, the MHCLG will decide and we are told that we will have an answer before the summer recess of parliament. There will then be elections to a “shadow authority” in spring 2027 and a transfer to a unitary authority in 2028. I hope that once the government has made its decision we will get a better idea of what this will mean for town and parish councils.

Full council meeting. Local authorities are required to have a policy with fees for the licensing of primates. As far as we are aware, there are no monkeys kept as pets in Cotswold district but we now have a policy and an officer trained to assess the suitability of owners and premises if required.

We also passed a motion on making Cotswolds a dementia friendly district looking at ways in which CDC could take the lead in supporting people with dementia and their carers. This would include working with then and parish councils and the voluntary sector. Of course, there is already work going on in Stow, we have a dementia care home and a dementia cafe, but it might be useful to discuss what more could be done, For example, we could engage with local businesses to ask if their staff are confident in dealing with people who are confused, who may also be distressed. At the recent Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee which I attended, there was a review of services for adults with learning difficulties, with a move for care in the community rather than in institutions. Initiatives to make life easier for people with dementia and their carers could also help adults with learning difficulties.

The next full council meeting will be the budget meeting in February. I hope that some of you have been able to respond to the public consultation last year.

